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most ambitiously they retained the name. They
believed, indeed the other cities believed too, that
with the restoration of peace they could establish
themselves upon the old foundations.

This vain, daring hope, so common to all who suffer
from incurable disease, did not quit them till the con-
clusion of the peace so ardently desired. This peace
inaugurated a state of things incompatible with the
commercial tendencies of the Hanseatics, and showed
indisputably the futility of their hopes.

Yet with that doggedness or obtuseness which' pre-
vents a man from knowing when he is beaten, and
which was at all times both the strength and weak-
ness of the Hansa, even after facts had been made
plain to them, they still refused absolutely to accept
them. They still hoped against hope, to shape the
course of events, and as usual Liibeck the energetic
was to the front in these endeavours.

After the peace of Westphalia, this city tried
repeatedly to organize a Hanseatic Diet in the old
style. It was not until 1669 that a number of cities
could be found willing to send deputies sufficient to
qualify the assembly with the name of a Diet. But
many of these deputies came only to announce that
their towns would not in future pay contributions to
the League, putting forward as their reason either
that the war had impoverished them too much, or
that the changed manner and course of trade made
them doubt as to the continued utility of their union.

The discussions on this occasion were most ani-
mated. It was a stormy sitting, but it produced no
real result. Too many different and absolutely con-